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]:fom Lord Wade of man]/ pLaces,

T ome Tine we were all movices in chese
Currernc (Niddle ches, We did »noc

krow the tradiciors or mwores that we pow
take for (Jfaﬂtecl I sure we all bave some
incidencs we may wish o forget and bope
that ochers have. 1 am equaLLY sure that
here are somwe individuals who stand ouc
as greac e)campLes co foLLow i f'ittincj i» To
chis pefhaps once foreign and alien seemincj

societ]/.

bere have also beer cisres of' swift
gfowdw i areas of' che Societr where
ic bas beer dif'f'icuLt TO aaccusToOM New f'oU&s
co tradicions and Pfactices in our social
orgasn izacion. Chere are unwriccer rules
hat mwembers fouow that make chis
e)ctencled fc"”iL]' what we krow and Love.



SimPLe observacion can Llead to
misinterpfetations of' what is actuaLLY
(]oin(] oN. RoLe (MNodels chosen m&]]ﬁt be
someone equalLY rew To The Societ]’ or
mk]]ﬁt be someore who bebaves
unacceptably by most standards of che
Societ]/.

% g ovincJ ouc iNTo societ]/ is »oT

= = somet]sing BovvibLT' novel and 1 am
sure thac all of' us has dowe so in che Past
and will do so cu]ain in che f'uture. Che
soune goes f'or movincJ inco a movel or rew
societT'. mereLY Leaving the shel cer of owr
(Docher's skircs is c»ste]:) i»HTo f'oreign
tefritorr. I» Pcu'ts of' c urope a’T Tirmes in
che (Medieval Deriod chere was cthe
tradicion of' f'ostefinc] one's children co
anocher f'amiLT' so that t]ﬁe]' miglﬂt Learn»

more of' che world cwvar f'fom cheir own

Fatcher and (Mocher.



w ben someone is incroduced co che

SCA ‘C‘ﬁeT' of:?:en do »noc bave che
aclvmtcu]e of' ]:a.naiLT' who are versed in che
cradicions and sores of' che Currenc

miclclLe ACJes, even C‘GOSC O‘F tl’ﬁe area LOCQL

co Them.

VZ') Pe -
&2‘ N ]m'oposua(] asoLutton, bot]ﬁ f:ov t]ﬁe
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It
a new memrbers and f'or che group. ] as

PfoPosinc] a fo1~m of' fostevin(] of' 1212 Y
smembers. Chis would be a shorc-cerm
commmitmentT to show the new smembers the
ropes so Co speak. 1 would be sometbincj
chat would answer che questions chatc
creep up over cheir f.irst o6 o 12 wonths

and would be clefiniteLT’ a foLLow up f'fom

sometlﬂincj Like che Newcosyers ©venc.

%% o seekin(] individuals or coupLes who

2 mig]@t be inceresced co mwake a shorc
TErm coNMITIIIENT TO a nuwrber o{: MecwW
smwembers o our SCA f'amiL]’ f'or becween O

and 12 swonchs, or f'cn’ becweer | and 2 veicjns



of Crowns or Coromecs. C]ﬁer should have
soye e;cperience in the SCA bave patience
with movices wichout beincj pacronizing, and
be wiLLing Co Put o f'ew evenincjs a month
to be a mwerncor fo1~ o group of' rew

membef S.

% Ber would fostev chese mwembers
durincj chis cisre bY meeting wich chem
in cheir boyme or somwe ocher mutualLT'
acp'eeabLe Locaciorn l or 2 evenincjs a sronTh.
C]ﬁings would be ﬂe;cibLe of' course, buc fo1'
che mwosc Pcu*t he meetincjs would SimPLY
be fo1~ c]@azting abouc what che rew PeoPLe
had been e;cperiencinq and tr]'incj and any
pfobl,ems t‘ﬁer mic]ht bave or questions

hac micﬂﬁt bave cosmre up‘

ome Verr important t]ﬁin(]s could be

discussed such as: Looldncj CTo o Pefsoncu,
which Leads co che c]%oosin(] o{: a»

appfopfiate HAIEC; che clesigning of' o



suicable beraldic clesic]n; couvtesr and
etiquette in che SCA; and sispilar t]ﬂings‘

Bese meeﬁngs would be e;cceuent
CTivres To PLan ouc 9a1'b and similar
Pfojects and Per]ﬁaps eve» cloin(] simPLe
Projects. Chese meetincjs could be a 900(1
Tirme To make PLans 1:01' goincj as a group <o
eventcs either Local or fequirinc] Travel.
Che perso» fostevin(] the rew members

meed voc go To che evencs, just beLp hem

witch the PLannin(] and what co e;cpect‘

be perso» f'osterinr_] The rew members
would also be able o puc che rew
member in touch wich PeoPLe who micjlﬁt be
cloin(] t‘ﬁincjs of inTerest To the rew
members. ]:o1~ tsTarce introducincj a New
member incteresced in beWiﬂ(J with a local
brewer, or directing a person inceresced in
fig]ﬁtin(] o fi()]ﬁt iﬂ(] Pfactice that

welcomes rew Figbhcers. Imhcroducing che rew
9 9



members around co PeoPLe of che Bafonr
would also f'it i» racher wel L.

omet]ﬁinc] else 1 would also Like co see,
t‘ﬂoucjlﬂ micjlﬁt be asmmbicious would be f'or

the diffefent groups of' f'ostefecl MW
mwembers to bost ocher groups i MiNit
evencTs. Dev]saps it could be an eveninc] of'
gousres, o1 an eveninc] of' dance. Che groups
mk]]ﬁt bhost ssmall PotLuck banquets fo1'
each ocher t‘ﬂfougbout che yeor. Ic micJ]ﬂt
be f'un with the mini evercs of' Pev]%a?s 15 o
30 Pcu“ticipants

su(](]est tl’ﬁat tl'ﬁe »ew membefs be
f'ostered w 91‘Ou})5 O‘FBCCWCC” 3 and 6

and thart it not mwaccer whecher CBCT‘ kyow
each ocher bef.ore chis or roc. m]/
feasonin(] f'ov his is based on Y PersonaL
e;cperience in a mumrber of' areas. Wich
onLY 2 semmbers PLus ore Leader chere is
mwuch less input available and tlﬂinc]s
feall,r ca La.q Also if' OoNeE peETSON clfoPs



ouc t]ﬁin(]s become Pef]ﬁaps a bic coo
currace. \Vit]ﬁ smore than O ic is Too eas]/
for some PeoPLe co overshadow ochers even

if' che Lleader is being ccu'ef'uL co Liscen ever

for che quiet person in che back of che
room. It is al so easier To practice
cleLecjaIion with at least 3 PeoPLe and it
Provides a bic of' a ‘bhome base’ at an evenc
where everyone else mic]lﬁt be a sTranger.

(Or friend you baventT mwec T'et)

n addicio» o meetincj with the

2 PEWCOMMET'S ONCE O perbaps Twice o
smwonth, 1 believe che PeoPLe cloincj che
f'ostefincj should s»eec occasionaLLY Co
compase noces and Per]ﬁcx];)s PLan che incer

cy‘oup cJet-tocJet]ﬂers if' tbe]/ should bappen‘

o ] see (]cxt]ﬁeviﬂ(] tocjetlﬁev a rummber of

f'oU&s who would be inceresced in maldncj
a short cerm commwrioment co ]:051:61'{”(] a
smvall choup of' New ) )embefs, chen ]ﬁavincj

chis (]roup of' ]:osterefs seeT wich anT'



New (Nembers who wish o be ]:ostefecl
Af:tef this chese groups could seec or a
montBLT' basis over the followinc] ocol?
mwonchs. Che ]:ostefers could mweec
occasionalLT cltn'in(] chis cisre co compare
NocTes. OptionalLY che ]:ostef Gfoups

could bost syall mini evencTs f'o1' che ocher

]:ostef Gfoups‘

t‘mnk this would be usef'uL to boch che
Bcu*onr and co the New (Dembers and
would c]we a feeLGcj of' accomPLzskment co
chose cloincJ che f'osterinc} While chere are
feLaIionsBiPs clef'inecl i Societr such as:
Laurel and Apprentice; and Knigbt and
Squh'e: peLican and pfoté (]‘e, buc chese are
direcced and incended cowards PeoPLe who
have beer in Societr fo1~ a while and krow
of' the direccior t]ﬁe]/ wish to take.
]:osterin(] is inctended fo1' one who is just

becJ innincj TogetT cheir f'eet wec. Whecher ic
is called ‘T_’ostevin(]" Q) )entorin(]" “Advisinc]"



“S‘Cewcu'cling" or whatcever, 1 chirnk ic would

be 900(1 ancl usef'ulﬁ

1~om ™y sTart 25 years ago in the
SCA i» che Bafon]/ of' Liorns Gace 1

was LuckT enouc]b To starT im a small

Universitr Club which Pfovided a close

cluscer of New PeoPLe who were Lecm'ninc]

Wit"? e. AC]’?CVC were C\LSO SOE 91'6&2: 1'0Le

smwodels in the then much smaller Bcu'on]/.
Chose excellent role model s if' 1 were o
sCTorT Listincj them would starc sounclincj
Like a who's who of' Cir Ricjb or ever Ay

Cir.1was very LuckTﬂ ] BoPe ew members

of' toclaT' will be able co say much che same.

Lease Let mwe know youwsr feeLin(]s on This

and Pass iC oy CTo foU&s you chink micJ]ﬂt

be inceresced.

1 Service,
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